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Editorôs page 

Here is the August 2009 edition of SNARK 

It has been a struggle to put together a new edition of Snark. 

This edition should have been printed a few months ago but due to 

the lack of input from within the club itôs taken me a while to pull it 

together. 

Thanks to all the members who have contributed. Please remember if 

you want to see more issues of Snark we need the articles to fill it! 

 

Remember there is now a full colour version of SNARK, available as 

a downloadable pdf file, on the Bromley BSAC web pages 

(http://www.bromley-bsac.ukdiver.com/).  The web version also 

contains a few links that do not appear in the printed version of 

SNARK. 

 

If you have anything you wish to put in Snark please Email to 

snark@hotmail.co.uk 

 

                            

Alan Holland   

 

http://www.bromley-bsac.ukdiver.com/
mailto:snark@hotmail.co.uk
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THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN DAVE:- 
Following on from the AGM in February, and the present 

recession, diving has been off to a slow start this year. 

 

The diving season has now started with a few of our 

members venturing down to Brixham in April over the 

Easter break.  As Easter was later this year and in the 

school holiday time, it saw more members with families 

going down to Brixham. 

 

So far this year, we have seen a club holiday to Turkey in 

March.  It wasnôt that warm but turned out to be very 

interesting, with seeing some of the inland rural areas 

and sites of interest. 

 

The Spring Bank Holiday to Swanage started off as a bit 

of a disaster, as the club boat BD2 had several problems.  

Then, when we did eventually get started and went out to 

sea, the engine decided to pack up in a heavy current.  

The holiday eventually ended well on the Sunday 

afternoon with a BBQ, which was also shared with some 

of the clubs ex-members.   

 

Also at the end of May, we have got the Dive Coxan 

Course and Assessment for six people at Newhaven, 

where the two club boats will be used over the two days. 

 

There are other dives and social events planned, which 

will be announced on the club notice board on a Monday 

night and/or speak to our Dry Meetings Officer. 

 

The next club diving holiday to The Red Sea is in July, 

which many of us are looking forward to. 

 



 4 

The refurbishment work at Crystal Palace Sports Centre 

is finished, and the pool will be open soon for us to use 

on a Thursday night again.  Look on the club notice 

board for information (first night expected to be 

Thursday 4 June). 

 

Our garages and new plot of land have been used for 

storage of the club boats.  We are waiting to see the 

redevelopment plans and ideas from the sub-committee. 

 

Thatôs all for now. 

 

Dave G    

 

 

Diving officers Report. 

May is upon us and I donôt know were the months 

have gone. As far as club diving is concerned there 

have been dives to both Brixham and Swanage. 

Brixham saw good fine weather and some dives 

were able to take place, and again there was a good 

turn out from some of the older members who 

attend as part of a social reunion ï meeting old 

friends. Unfortunately, the dive to Swanage was a 

disappointment there were just three divers and one 

coxôn including myself.  There seemed to have 

been some kind of confusion over the dates.   Over 

the past two years the dates have been held over 

either the first or second Bank holiday in May. 

There are no set dates for this event.  As for this 

year the holiday event was displayed on the board 
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one month before the first bank holiday.  Next year 

this again may change, but we will endeavour to 

give more notice as to the dates these events will 

take place. 

  Last year we make a decision to leave one of the 

boats in Newhaven during the winter months for 

the use in boat handling; this was decided to keep 

some of the members happy after having had the 

dreadful weather last year.  However, through 

certain reasons this did not materialise therefore 

leaving the boat fund out of pocket.   I trust we can 

make this up during the coming year so I therefore 

urge you to make the most of the boats during the 

summer months.   I must point out that leaving a 

boat near the sea over winter even though the boat 

was covered, has taken its toll.   We discovered in 

Swanage how the exposure to the sea salt and the 

elements can cause a certain amount of corrosion.  

Our boat officer is working hard to keep the boats 

in good working order. Sunday 24th will see the 

boat remaining in Newhaven for the duration of the 

summer. There are few members who will be 

taking their Diver Coxôn course on the 30th May, I 

will be one of those members taking part, and we 

are all looking forward to this. 

  There is a slow attendance of trainees coming 

forward this year and one can only put this down to 

the present economic climate. I realise that this 

club is not an exception as there are sub aqua clubs 
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having to close down and some are facing hard 

times. So I think we can just ride the storm out and 

wish for better times ahead, but I can say this, none 

of us have lost our enthusiasm in training and 

diving which is a good thing.  Remember keep 

checking those gauges.       Dave Cook  D.O.  

           

 
 

 

 

As this is my first report as Treasurer, I would like 

to thank everyone for their words of 

encouragement following my appointment.  

 

Going through the paperwork I have received from 

Fai, I would like to bring up the subject of the petty 

cash. All of the petty cash was stolen when Faiôs 

flat was burgled and has not been reinstated since. 

Does the petty cash get used and if so should it be 

reintroduced? 

 

The invoice for Andy Pace Marine Engineers has 

also been paid, at a cost of £1248.22. 

 

Treasurerôs Report 

March 2009 
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The payment for Andy Pace Marine Engineers does 

not appear to have been cashed yet and I have also 

been advised to expect another invoice however 

this has not arrived yet. 

The credits to the current account for the new 

subscriptions are not showing on the banks 

statements yet. This should be showing for next 

month. 

 

I have been in contact with Crystal Palace 

regarding rebooking the pool for Thursday evening. 

This has been confirmed verbally and I am now 

waiting for the booking for the posted to me. I 

anticipate that we should be in there around the 

beginning of June. 

 

                                                                           

                            

 

Treasurerôs Report 

May 2009 
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As at the 1st June, the current account has a balance 

of £5,367.45 and the deposit account has a balance 

of £49,275.67. 

 

During May a total amount of £1,077.56 was paid 

out of the current account. There were several 

payments made including the Bridge pool hire fee 

and diving insurance cover payment. 

During the same period, there was a total credit of 

£2299.50 made to the account. These were various 

deposits of membership fees. 

 

Following on from last months meeting, the cheque 

for Andy Pace has now cleared. 

 

I have recently submitted the booking form for 

Crystal Palace pool hire. As mentioned in my 

recent e-mails, due to pool booking priority being 

given to the swimming team, our booking is only 

temporary until September, at which point it will be 

reviewed.  

 

Treasurerôs Report 

June 2009 
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Also, because of the low income expected over the 

next few months, the booking slot for Crystal 

Palace has been reduced to 1 hour every Thursday. 

This will be from 8.30-9.30pm. The booking 

should now be in place with the pool available 

from Thursday 11th June. 

 

                  Dry Meetings 

Thanks to all those who have attended the events I 

have arranged. Keep your eye on the board and 

forum for up and coming events. These include 10 

pin bowling and a possible family fun day. 

Lee 

 Expeditions 

We had a successful days diving out of Bognor 

on the 4th July. Eight club members turned up 

for the dive so both boats were towed down 

for the day. We dived one of the Mullberry 

harbours and also had a drift dive. The 

Visibility was fantastic and everyone seemed 

to enjoy the day. Thanks to all those who 

turned up. We hope to arrange another days 

diving in the same area soon. 

 

Lee and Alan 
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SECRETARYôS REPORT  
Two big issues from my point of view and because 

of these I am particularly sorry not to be able to 

attend the meeting on May 12 but I have to attend 

Benôs medal presentation in London on that 

evening so please accept my apologies for absence. 

 

First arising from the last couple of meetings: there 

are several instances of arrangements being made 

and preparations requested which involved others 

in expending time , effort and money and then 

either cancellation without sensible notice or 

abandonment without even the courtesy of notice 

of cancellation or even turning up has resulted in 

the time and effort of obliging helpers being 

casually wasted. This results also in trainees and 

diving members losing incentive. If we are 

unreliable this sometimes results in people being 

reluctant to rely on us and so things do not happen 

and everyone blames everyone else for this. Also I 

was pretty well demoralized to have made the 

effort to come up for a committee meeting last 

month where almost every item was put off to the 

next meeting when we might have a better turn out. 

I know not everyone can attend every meeting and 

of course if we have the minimum required no of 

committee members present we are supposed to 

press on with business as usual but this is difficult 

when we need the feedback of committee members 

who are absent. I know this will be unpopular 
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especially as I am putting this to you in my absence 

but please think carefully about the commitments 

you undertake and about making changes without 

notice which will adversely affect other people. 

 

The second point I want to make is about the 

disputed minutes from March. The committee 

members present at the April meeting were divided 

over the issue of agreement to purchase ordnance 

Survey maps for use by the garage sub-committee. 

I am sorry that there has been any dispute over this 

and I deeply regret any error on my part but 

obviously I have noted down as much and as 

quickly as possible. I do try to stop proceedings 

while I catch up if the discussion diverges down 

separate paths or if it goes too quickly for me to get 

all significant points down. All I can say is if I have 

failed to do this it displays the need to keep to the 

subject, i.e. only one discussion at a time and if you 

are disputing a point all parties must give each 

other person the opportunity to have their say 

uninterrupted and if you feel the point is unresolved 

insist on a vote to be counted and recorded. I am 

sorry if I am upsetting anyone but I feel quite 

distressed at my own failure here and I am 

concerned to enlist your support to avoid a 

recurrence.  

 

Best regards 

Pat Foskett 
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 Boat officer report 

 

   Sat 16th May 2009 

 

Me and Roy 

 

To carry out work on BD2 

 

Was told that the anchor chain was rusted solid, 

took off boat laid out in straight line hit with 

hammer to free rust, coated with some oil, put back 

into anchor locker on boat 

  

No equipment returned as of yet so unable to fit 

new satellite aerial pod, boat in dirty state 

compared to how it was sent out, 

 

Found negative wire connected to positive of 

battery giving two live feeds to fuses under seat, re-

connected correctly cleaned fuses got lights 

working again will need to put some new inline 

fuses in place as old connections corroded 

 

Checked starter motor bendix drive as told was not 

engaging into flywheel, worked up and down 

lubricated moving freely. 

 

Noted oil reservoir almost empty, had been filled to 

full by me and Roy a few weeks previously, spilled 

out when engine towed in horizontal position, 
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Fuel line still connected 

 

Bail out bottle missing, propeller bucket also 

missing, one fuel tank not on boat (donôt know 

anyone who would carry fuel in their car rather 

than in the boat) 

 

Have not found one of the ratchet tie down clamps 

(Dave Cook mentioned that boats should have their 

straps loosened when stored, fair enough, but they 

should be left in position ready to secure for the 

next journey). 

  

Just to prove we still get wet! 

 

 

A group of us attended a club training day at Wraysbury 

in May to brush up on a few skills. 
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Garage sub committee report 

 

    22-April -2009 

Sub committee members: 

Geoff Hayward 

Mick Smith 

Pete Dalton   (Boat officer) 

Roy Harding (Training officer, Equipment officer) 

 

Pete Dalton to liaise with the Bromley club 

committee members 

 

Intentions: 

 

To meet at the garage site, take measurements and 

workout the best way to utilise the land, decide size 

and position of garages to be built, taking into 

consideration access and any height or planning 

restrictions. 

 

All plans and information  to be submitted to club 

committee before decisions on planning or building 

are made. 

 

 To date: 
 Gathering contact numbers and trying to make 

arrangements to meet when all concerned are 

available (some away on holidays). 

  

Pete Dalton 
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Sea Creatures word search 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Find and circle all of the sea creatures that are 

hidden in the grid. 

The words may be hidden in any direction 
 

 

CRAB 

DOLPHIN  

JELLYFISH 

LAMPREY 

LOBSTER 

MOLLUSKS 

OCTOPUS  

 

OTTER 

PENGUIN 

SEA TURTLE 

SEAL 

SHARK 

SHRIMP  

 

SPONGE 

SQUID  

STARFISH  

STINGRAY  

WALRUS 

WHALE  
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Bri xham 2009  

 

Brixham time of year again, and we were 

looking forward to the break.  All the dive 

gear was serviced, and ready for action.  It 

was going to be the first true test for our 

new engine on Excalibur, we had just one 

small problem, - the axel on th e trailer was 

not looking its best ð would it get us there??  

That was to be the main question!!  

 

We headed out on Tuesday evening, leaving 

here about 8, our journey was going to take 

us the M4 /M5 route for a smoother ride, 

and less bumps on the axel!!  A ll was going 

well, until we hit the M5 ð the heavens 

opened up, and torrential rain hammered 

down on us for the rest of the drive!!  But 

we got there, which was an achievement in 

itself.  The weather on the way down did 

not bode well!!  

 



 17 

Next morning we wok e up to brilliant 

sunshine, and calm seas, it was lovely to see.  

We put the boat in the water, and took it 

out for a spin, giving it a real going over, 

testing the gps and fish finder.  It was flat 

calm, and we were really pleased with the 

way the boat pe rformed.   

 

A few other boats turned up, Gerry & crew, 

Captain Pete and Bob, in all there were 4 

boats, but no club boats!!  What was going 

on???  Roy and family were there, but 

Brixham this year was like a reunion of old 

diving members, infact we called i t Brixham 

2009 ð Class of 98.  After last years fiasco 

with the way the Easter fell, I thought 

more current club members would have been 

there, but is this the way the club is going?  

We did on a few occasions play spot to the 

Bromley BSAC member.  Does th e club want 

to dive?  It really does make me wonder.  

 

Mike and I were there for about 9 days.  

We spent almost every day diving.  Every 

day we had brilliant sunshine, flat calm seas, 
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and some of the best diving we have had at 

Brixham for years.  The visibi lity was 

fantastic, we were getting about 5 metres 

on almost every dive.  We spent a really 

great day diving with Royston, who made us 

laugh non stop, cuddles by name ð cuddles by 

nature!!  

 

We have never had some many scallops, and 

seen so much marine life , in all our years of 

visiting Brixham.  Some friends came out 

with us on Easter Monday, we originally met 

them on one of our Red Sea trips, and they 

live in Exeter, and belong to Totnes BSAC.  

This day we dived the Table Top, as we had 

got used to, excell ent visibility, plenty of 

marine life, Martin took his underwater 

camera and got some excellent shots of the 

dogfish that were everywhere.  We then 

moved round to the Shoal stone, and Mike 

went here ð another fab dive he said.  On 

the way back to the harbo ur we spotted the 

pod of dolphins, and went to investigate.  I 

would say that there were about 30 of 
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them, playing around the boat, with a few 

babies as well.  What a way to end the day.  

 

We had wanted to see the dolphins, as most 

people had seen them.  Th ey even 

bombarded Captain Pete and Bob on their 

dive on the table top, certainly made them 

jump!! 

 

We paid visits to the usual haunts Start Bay 

Inn and Churston Manor, food was excellent 

as ever.  And plenty of cake from various 

coffee shops in Brixham.  I t was lovely to 

see Ian and Sue Hanstead down there as 

well, they even commented about the lack of 

club boats and members, so it was not just 

us!! 

 

We had a great Brixham, I would go as far 

to say one of the best we have ever 

experience weather and diving wise.  It was 

just a shame that other club members did 

not enjoy the experience, and it would have 

been a perfect experience for trainees.  
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But Iõm sure the club will be diving this 

year???  Wont they!!!  Only time will tell!!  

 

 

Sue Rountree  

 
 

Brixham 2009 pictures 

 

 

 


