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Edit or 0s Diving rfor divers

Thanks to all the members who have contributed. Please remember if you
want to see more issues of Snark we need the articles to fill it!

Remember there is now a full colour version of SNARK, available as a
downloadable pdf file, on thB8romley BSAC web pages
(http://lwww.bromley-bsac.ukdiver.con). The web version also contains a
few links that do not appear in the printed version of SNARK.

If you have anything you wish to put in Snpl&ase Email to
snark@hotmail.co.uk

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to :
their families.

Alan Holland &&Snber



http://www.bromley-bsac.ukdiver.com/
mailto:snark@hotmail.co.uk

THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN DAVE :

The end of the year is nearly here and, with the cold months looming, very few people
are still diving in this country. There have been some good diving holidays this year,
and a group of us &m the Club have just recently returned from a diving holiday in
Malta, where the air and water temperatures were just comfortgldfRecture below)

The three main islands of Malta (Malta, Comino and Gozo) offer some interesting dives.

The next big evenwill be the Clubs Annual Dinner & Dance on Saturday 12 December
2009, where everything is booked and ready to go. For tickets, which are £38.00 each
(very good value), ask Mary the Club Membership Secretary. The Committee has cut
corners to keep expensadown, and the cost of tickets to a minimum.

With this present recession, most of the Committee have tried hard to keep this annual
Dinner & Dance event going, involving extra tiomsuming meetings. We can only
hope the Committee will be supported bized Club members to sell enough tickets to
cover the costs, or, through lack of support or apathy on the part of some members,
will this be another annual Club event doomed to die?

In the New Year, the first big event will be the Annual General Meeting @amdiy 22
February 2010, where all Committee positions are up for nomination/election,
including Chairman, so please come forward and volunteer. If proposing someone,
please make sure you have his or her consent first.
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| would like to wish everybody a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
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Bromley BSAC AGM 2010

As the new year rapidly approaches it is time to begin preparations for the AGM
which will be held at the Bellingham Club, Allerford Road Catford on 22™
February 2010. As always the formal notice of this meeting together with the
agenda will be forwarded to all club members immediately after the Christmas
break. Please take some time to consider the meeting especially as there will be
a new Constitution, Rules and Regulations to be discussed. The draft
constitution is currently with BSAC for their approval/advice but will be presented
for discussion and ratification by the Branch Membership.

Please also consider whether you can serve on the committee in any capacity
and if this is something you might like to do you can discuss it with Your
Committee Member, Lionel Boyd-Levy or with any other committee member.

If you find it difficult to contact a committee member please contact the Club
Secretary, Patricia Foskett

01622 833172
07803 741471

Patricia.foskett@yahoo.co.uk

OR/discuss on the club Forum


mailto:Patricia.foskett@yahoo.co.uk

Presidents Message

Its time for members to put forward their names for the 2010 committee.The
election will take place at AGM to be held in Feb 2010.1 would encourage you all
to consider if you are able to offer your time and experience to running the club
Its important that we keep a experienced and active Committee and it is
desirable to have enough applicants to warrant an election,so if you feel that you
are able to make a contribution,now is the time to think about it.

If you want to chat about the duties,responsibilities give Dave Green or myself
(07836 209 230 ) aring

This is your chance.

David Newman
President

CRYSTAL PALACE

For some time therehas been confusion and conflicting statements with regards to
our use at Crystal Palace on a Thursday night.

| have made a personal visit to the admin offe and have spoken to the booking
manager and can confirm that the Club has a confirmed bookjror the forcible
future (there is some confusion with regard to payment and this ig hand)

A new electronic entry system will be introducedsome time in 2010.Keep an eye
on the notice boardfor up to date information.

In the meantime please use the facilities

David Newman

Expeditions

Just to remind everyone again about Brixham at Easter. We hope to have a diary of
events both diving and social plannedn the New Year. It would be great to see
good turnout of members both old and new there. If you would like more details
please see Lee Gosling or Alan Holland.



Exploits in Micronesia

Palau & Truk(Chuuk) Lagoon 2009

We left the pristine reefs of Palau and headed to Truk, via Guam where we met up with the rest of

our group. Everyone was in good spirits despite the long journey. Mike and | were quite
fortunate as we had already acclimatised and had got over our two day journey from the UK over
a week ago!!

It was great to meet up with old faces from previous Red Sea and Maldives trips, we knew
everyone on the trip apart from two people, but by the end of the trip everyone was old friends.

Arriving in Truk was com  pletely different to Palau!! Our drive from the airport took nearly an

hour, but it was only a couple of miles T the one road on the island was a complete mess, | have
never seen such deep and wide pot holes, and we complain here!! The area was a bit of a mess,
people lived in metal shacks, dumped cars and rubbish was everywhere T not a nice welcome.

Then we got to the hotel, and it all changed!!! We were in paradise!!

Our base for the trip was the Blue Lagoon Hotel, one of only 3 hotels on the island. It was simple,
clean and had everything you needed, the only reason you come to Truk is to dive, and not much

elsell  We were going to be using the services of the Blue Lagoon Dive Centre in the hotel

grounds, so we did not have to go far each day!!

Trukds History

Truk's history of early Spanish domination was followed by German acquisition after the Spanish -
American war about 1890, and then a Japanese mandate from the League of Nations upon

Germany's defeat in 1918.

The Japanese era saw a great buil d up of arms and bases
in advance of a wide military blitz over the Western
Pacific. The blitz was supplied heavily from facilities at
Truk, where often more than 1,000 merchant and war
ships moored in readiness for further deployment. Five
airfields supp orting close to 500 aircraft provided
complete protection over Truk's Gibraltar -like facilities. A
deep lagoon, high islands and circling barrier reef : )
provided extensive natural protection.  Patrol boats, :;::;:3::&?&2?31&3;?::6ﬁf“:ha:j: pg‘:‘f:e
torpedo boats, submarines, tugs, landing craft, gun boats |fieet in Truk Lagoon. Eten airfield is in center
and mine sweepers contributed to the final defences. Photo from Nationa! Historic Landmarks collection

Operation Hailstone

Situated as it is, Truk was the most important Japanese base in the Pacific Ocean, providing a
vital staging point for air and sea support for the war fronts of the Solomons an d New Guinea.



Soon after the start of the war against Japan, Australia recognised the importance of Truk Lagoon

to Japan. In January 1942 intelligence gathered by Australia showed Truk likely to be the pivot of

any attack on New Guinea. On 9 January 1942 a Lockheed Hudson of the RAAF flew a photo
reconnaissance flight over Truk. It reported that 12 warships, an aircraft carrier, 3 merchant

ships and 1 hospital ship were present in the lagoon. Australia decided to bomb Truk and six
Consolidated PYB Catal inas set out on 12 January 1942 but due to extremely poor conditions and
thunderstorms, the planes returned without seeing the lagoon.

After July 1942 the Japanese First, Second, Third Fleets as well as the Sixth Submarine Fleet
operated out of Truk Lago on. It was not until early 1944 that the Allies were in a position to

attack Truk again. On 4 February 1944 two USAF Catalinas flew over and photographed the Truk

Lagoon bases. By early 1944, U.S. forces had amassed a huge armada of top line carriers,
battleships, cruisers, destroyers and submarines for a major surprise sweep against Truk on
February 16th, 17th and 18th. This attack, coded " Operation Hailstone ", caught the Japanese
totally unaware, and led to one of the most successful U.S. engagements o f WWII.

In describing this naval base, the word "impregnable" was often used while others compared it to

Pearl Harbour or called it "Japan's mid -Pacific Gibraltar." Operation Hailstone was one of the most
aggressive actions taken by U.S. forces against t he strongest of
Japan's Pacific outposts. A huge striking force, Task Force 50, was
formed which included three groups of Task Force 58 aircraft
carriers. Admiral Raymond Spruance, with his flag in battleship

New Jersey, was in command of the operation. F or two days,
February 17 and 18, 1944, coordinated fighter sweeps followed by
regularly scheduled strikes from the carrier groups were flown
against Truk. The pre -dawn fighter sweeps were flown to destroy
all Japanese air opposition and the following s  trikes by waves of torpedo and dive -bombers  with
fighter cover were to target installations and shipping. Major Japanese fleet units had managed
to escape prior to the attacks eliminating the possibility of a hoped -for confrontation with the
battleship s and carriers, but the American planes found over 60 vessels still within the lagoon.
Although many prime shipping targets managed to escape during the two days of attacks, the

U.S. planes managed to sink over 45 ships including

1 two light cruisers

91 four destroyers

9 five special auxiliary vessels

T five minor combatant vessels

1 two sub -chasers,

I motor torpedo boat, and

1 26 merchantmen
totalling over 220,000 tons. Many other vessels were damaged. Truk's airfields had held some
365 planes, including transient aircraft bound for
Rabaul and the Solomons. About 270 of these

were destroyed in the air and on the ground,
leaving only  a handful still operational. More raids
against Truk would come in the following months
including Army Air Force (AAF) B-24 and B -29
bombing attacks that would wrack further havoc
amongst installations,  airfields, and shipping. The

result of the bombing campaign was the
destruction of Truk's air strength and naval
facilities that effectively eliminated its offensive
capabilities and rendered it useless to Japan.

American naval planners made the decision to
forego the follow -up attacks by amphibious landing

A Japanese freighter in ~ Truk Atoll is hit by a
torpedo dropped from a TBF Avenger from Uss
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