


V>

7
Diving rfor divers

Editoros page
Thanks to all the members who have contributed. Please remember if you
want to see more issues of Snark we need the articles to fill it!

Remember there is now a full colour version of SNARK, available as a
downloadable pdf file, on the Brday BSAC web pages
(http://www.bromleybsac.ukdiver.con)/ The web version also contains a
few links that do not appear in the printed version of SNARK.

If you have anything you wish to put in Snark gied&mail to
snark@hotmail.co.uk

Alan Holland
October 2009

Bromley Bsac Christmas Dinner ane Dance
12th December 2009.
Tickets &3
On sale see:


http://www.bromley-bsac.ukdiver.com/
mailto:snark@hotmail.co.uk

THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN DAVE : -

Not much to report in this issue. The diving season is nearly over.

It is not only our club that is being affected by this present recession, but
also various other clubs, which are finding it very hard to survive, with
some clubs unfortunately having tose.

The Committee are implementing the new club rules, regarding the
training of minors under the age of sixteen. This will entail qualified
instructors going through Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) police checks, in
line with new diver training requiremss.

The next big club event is the annual Christmas Dinner and Dance"on 12
December 2009. The Committee is trying to cut corners to keep the cost
of expenses and prices of tickets down.

The Committee hope our members will be able to sell enoughdithis
year to cover the cost of laying on the Dinner and Dance.

The saga with Crystal Palace pool continues, and our swimming/training
slot is on temporary hold for now.

Lets hope next year is more promising in all respects.
That 6s al | for now.
DaveG

Bromley Bsac Christmmas Dinnher ancd Dance
12{h December 2009.

Tickats £38
Omn sale SEOM.



Diving Officers Report

The summer is over but the diving till continues. This is a lovely time of
year to take to the wavethe sea temperature at the start of October is the
same as Jun€el6 degrees with better visibility therefore the diyiseason

Is far from over.

The boat that remained in Newhaven during the summer months has done
well. It has been used over the past three months on a trial period and has
just about paid for itself; however, it is time for the boat to come home.
The easons being:

fThere are repairs to be completed.

Tt is better for the boat to be out of the salt air environment over the
winter months.

fTo reduce rental costs.

Therefore, if you would like to use the boat for a dive, you will need to
Opi ¢k uplrealisalve arolimied to vehicles that are able to

tow which will obviously require a little more planning than normal to
organize our events. This will be short lived we hope until February
2010 when the revenue from the garage rentals should secure us with
an arlier start to the year. As you are all aware, the club has a fare size
plot of land in BeckenhamwWe will be renting out the spare garage

and renting out the open storage space for another boat, therefore
making the income from this go towards storaggsfin Newhaven

next year.

It has not been a very good year for me. An iliness in the family has
restricted my time during the weekends so | have therefore not done as
much diving as | would have liked. However, Roy, Paul and | are running
the Ocean Digr Lectures on Wednesday evenings at my house for those
that are new starterd.here are presently five people taking the course,
which is a healthy number, so I will be spending more time training during
the weekdays than taking part in weekend events.

Therefore, if the winds are kind to us, and this good weather continues it
might not be a bad year after all.

Remember O6the key to better diving
Dave Cook



Training Officers Reporit Roy Harding

This month training has pickedupw h Pennyds 2 chil d
bottles and 2 new snorkelers.

Paul Nickells is training the people on bottles and myself and Dave Cook
are training the snorkelers and hopefully we can keep them as buddies
when the move on to bottles.

What | propose too is timetable their training so that they are ready to
take their first sea dive a Brixham, if they want to go. This obviously
depends on their regular attendance and their ability to train. It would also
be good to get them into one of the local firaster lakes prior to

Brixham.

If Dave Cook could start to put the wheels in motion for classroom

training for the 4 ocean divers this would be appreciated.

Equipments Officer I Roy Harding
All other equipment fine and in working order.

Treasurerod6s Report
July 2009
Unfortunately, as | have recently moved flat, a lot of my diving paperwork
has been packed in various different boxes so | am unable to provide a full
update on the current balances of the accounts.

I have recently been invoiced for
has totalled £420.00.
| have not recently received any other invoices for worked carried out.
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Letterrecently mailed to the Bridge re. pool and facilities

Bridge Leisure Centre

SE26 5AQ House Accounts Department
Kangley Bridge Road

Lower Sydenham

London

27" August 2009
Dear Sirs,

Bromley BSAC Hire of the Swimming Pool Monday Evenings

| am writing on behalf of the Bromley BSAC Diving Club which has for
several years been hiring the pool at the Bridge Leisure Centre for dive
training.

We have complained on several occasions about the condition of the pool
water which is not being effectively fited. Complaints have included the
fact that there is debris in the water; hair, sticking plasters etc. which is
unpleasant but also the fact that this leaves the water in a generally
unhygienic state and some members refuse to swim at the Bridge as they
feel it frequently leads to ear infections.

| am also advised that the facilities we pay for, including changing rooms
and toilets are often not made accessible during our use of the pool as they
are locked.

Can | ask you to look into this please as in thieent economic climate
paying members are reluctant to continue paying for substandard services
and are choosing to go elsewhere.

Yours faithfully

Patricia Foskett
Secretary Bromley BSAC



Dry Meetings

Thanks to all those who attended the Friday hiyink in Bromley on the
23% October. Future events planned include a Quiz night for November
and of course the clubs dinner dance on Decembr 12

If you have any ideas for dry meetings please contact me.

Lee Gosling

Expeditions

Winter 0910

Over he winter months we hope to run a trip to Nemo 33 in Brussels. We
will also be working with the diving and training officers to organise some
inland water site dives.

Brixham

We know it might be a little early to mention Brixhdoat as numbers
have dwindéd over the past few years we thought early advertisement
might give the weekend a boost.

The Easter break next year falls between ar@d 4" April 2009. The
plan is to have a full Dive (weather permitting) and social events
calenda plannedfor the weekendDetails of thisshould be available in the
New Year.

IF you have not been before and need help with directions or
accommodation please ask. It would be great to see as many club members
there as possible!
Alan & Lee

Bromley Bsac Christmas Dinher anc RDance®
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The Other Battle at Trafalgar

Nelson : iOrder the signal, Hardy. o

Hardy : fASorry sir?ao

Nelson : (reading aloud) AO6Engl and expects every person t ¢
race, gender, sexual orientation, i &hatgpbbtedegookiser suasi on
this?0o

Hardy : AAdmiralty policy, 1 6m afraid, sir. WeO6re an equa
the devil ds own job getting 6Englandé past the censors
Nelson : fiGadzooks, Hardy. HanbBbameomyp pipe and to

Hardy : ASorry sir. All naval vessel s hffeesvorkingow been desig

environments. 0

Nelson : Ailn that case, break open the rum ration. Let us
men before battle. o

Hardy : AThe rum rationhbds Bdmhrabollssés part of the Gov
binge drinking. o

Nelson : iGood heavens, Hardy. | suppose wedd better get
Hardy : Al think youdl!l find that there is a 4 knot speed
Nelson : AiD**n it man! We are on the eve of the greatest
advance with all despatch. Report from the crowbs nest
Hardy : o0 That wonodét be possible, sir.oo

Nelson : fAWhat ?0

Hardy : AHeal th and Saf ety h anesksircNobasness ant they sacdthatw 6 s

rope |l adders donét meet regulations. They wondét | et an
can be erected. 0

Nelson : iThen get me the shipbés carpenter without del ay,
Hardy : AfHeb6s busy knocdthairragcessitpthesforegdctle Admiral.

Nelson : AiWheel chair access? | édve never heard anything so

Hardy : AfiHeal th and Safety again, s i r-free @wirommentfertheo pr ovi de
differently -a bl ed. 0o

Nelson : A Di f f-abkprtPRy lydnearmandbne eye and | refuse even to hear mention

of the word. I didnét rise to the rank of Admiral by p
Hardy : AActually, sir, you did. The Royal Navy is wunder
impairment and limb defic i ency. 0

Nelson : AwWhatever next? Give me full sail. The salt spra
Hardy : AA couple of problems there too, sir. Heal th and

rigging without hard hats. And they dondt iwmavdamdhyone
you seen the adverts?



Nelson : il dve never heard such i nfamy. Break out the cani
engage the enemy. 0

Hardy : AThe men are a bit worried about shooting anyone,
Nelson : fAiWhat? This is mutiny!ao

Hardy : Al tdéddhanogt sir. I'tdéds just that theyodre afraid of be
actually kill anyone. There are a couple of legal -aid lawyers on board, watching everyone like

hawks. 0

Nelson : AThen how are we to sink the Frenches and the Sp.
Hardy : @®Aually, sir, wedre not.o

Nelson : fiWedre not?0

Hardy : ANO sir. The French and the Spanish are our Europ
Common Fisheries Policy, we shouldndét even be in this

claim for compensatio n . 0

Nelson : AiBut you must hate a Frenchman as you hate the d
Hardy : Al woul dnét | et t her dihn ptbsr dh evaer syidy <aying that

a disciplinary report. o

Nelson : AYou must consider every man farnyoaurremyi,ngwhbo speak:
Hardy : ANot any more, sir. We must be inclusive in this

Kevl ar vest; itds the rul es. I't could save your |ife. o
Nelson : i Don 6t 1 HealthlandBafety. Whatever happened to rum, sodomy and the

l ash?0o

Hardy : AAs | expl ai ned, sir, rum is off the menu! And th
Nelson : AWhat about sodomy?2d

Hardy : Al believe that is now | egal, sir.o

Nelson : iln that caseééééééeééé. Kiss me, Hardy. o

Source i somewhere on the internet . Bob Digby.
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Exploits in Micronesia
Palau & Truk (Chuuk) Lagoon 2009

It had been a trip we had wanted to do since we started diving, every wreck diver dreams of

diving the Japanese fleet at Truk (Chuuk) Lagoon, all the dive books ¢l ass
divinginth e wor |l do, we were about to find out. Andwsi nce
decided to go to Palau first, named one of the Underwater Wonders of the World . It takes two
days of constant travelling to get to there iwas it worth it ?227? Read Onéé
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Pal auds History

Palau's early history is still largely veiled in mystery. Why, how or when people arrived on the
islands is unknown, but studies indicate that today's Palauans are dist ant relatives of the
Malays of Indonesia, Melanesians of New Guinea and Polynesians. As for the date of their
arrivals, carbon dating of artefacts from the
oldest known village sites on the Rock Islands
Kayangel and the spectacular terraces on Babeldaob

place civil ization here as early as 1,000 BC.

The first foreign contact took place in 1783
when the vessel Antelope, under the
command of English Captain Henry Wilson,
was shipwrecked on a reef near Ulong, a Rock
Island located between Koror and Peleliu.
With the a ssistance of Koror's High Chief
Ibedul, Wilson and his men stayed for three
Ngarchelong months to rebuild his ship. When they left
Palau Chief Ibedul decided to send his
adopted son Lee Boo with the British to

Ngardmau Mgarard England. He arrived in England, only to die
that same yea r of small poX.
NQEFEMIEWEJL’ ¥ MNaiwal
Ngatpang, . - " Melekeok Foreign governance of the islands officially
Alenetiik @ i began when Pope Leo Xlll asserted Spain's
ol i e rights over the Caroline Islands in 1885. Two

i
1:., ¥ Airai churches were established and maintained by

okl O two Capuchin priests and two brothers,
resulting in the introd uction of the Roman
alphabet and the elimination of inter -village
wars. In 1899, Spain sold the Carolines to
Germany, which established an organized
program to exploit the islands' natural
resources.

Following Germany's defeat in WWI, the
islands were for mally passed to the Japanese
Paleliy under the 1919 Treaty of Versailles. The
Japanese influence on the Palauan culture was
immense as it shifted the economy from a
level of subsistence to a market economy and
property ownership from the clan to
individuals. In 19 22, Koror became the
administrative cent  re for all Japanese possessions in the South Pacific.

Angar

From March to July 1944, American carrier based planes bombed Japanese ships and facilities

on and around Palau. In September, battles to invade Pelelie and An gaur Island began with
amphibious assaults by the US Marines. The Palau battle was expected to take only a few

days, almost 3 months later after the islands had finally been taken, casualties on both sides

were among the highest in the Pacific. Over 8,00 0 US Marines and soldiers were either killed,
wounded or missing, and over 12,000 Japanese had died. Wrecked planes, American and
Japanese war relics are littered all over the islands, and in the sea surrounding the area.

Following Japan's defeat in WWII , the Carolines, Marianas and Marshall Islands became United
Nations Trust Territories under U.S. administration, with Palau being named as one of six
island districts. As part of its mandate, the U.S. was to improve Palau's infrastructure and
educational system in order for it to become a self - sufficient nation. This finally came about on
October 1, 1994, when Palau gained its independence upon the signing of the Compact of Free
Association with the United States.



Our Diving in Palau

We were booked to d ive with Neco Marine, which turned out to be one of the most professional

dive operations we have ever come across. We soon got into the routine, we were picked up

from out hotel at 7.30 in the morning, taken to the harbour, our gear would already be on t he
boat , setup , and that was that i time to go diving.

Palau is home to over 700 species of coral and over 1300 species of fish, water temperature is
a very nice 84°F/29°C on average . With over 60 dive sites and 60 wrecks we were only going

to touch the surface of what Palau had to offer. All dive sites were within about a 40 minute
boat ride from the main harbour. We were not in Palau for the wrecks, we were saving that
for Truk, we had come here for the walls, blue holes , drop offs and the shark actio n 1 we were

not disappointed.

Bad weather seems to follow Mike and I, and for our first days diving in Palau it was blowing a
git!! The sea was so rough that we were restricted to the more sheltered sights, but that did
not dampen our enthusiasm.

| have only described a few of the dives we undertook in Palau, best advice is to go there and
see for yourself!!!

Big Drop Off
Big drop off is a sheer vertical wall, which runs along the whole length of Ngemelis Island. At
extreme low tide, the entire top of the reef is exposed. The edge of the reef drops straight

down to 274 meters !

We drop ped down in the clear water to about 25 metres and drifted the current. About 10
met ers from the mooring buoy where we dropped in there was a large chain connected to 2
meter steel sphere . This chain and ball was used during WWII to prevent the Japanese from
entering the waterway leading to German Channel. Lieutenant Barnum from the US Navy
conducted the Operation. The chain and ball on Big Drop Off was a mystery for 4 0 years until
newly appointed Admiral Barnum returned to Palau in 1986 and told the story.

The wall was covered in s ea fans of all sizes , and s oft corals whose colours range from deep
violet to hot pink. Schools of Butterfly fish and Anthias forage d for plankton just a few feet
from the wall. We got our first sighting of the SHARKS!!! Grey Reef and White Tips were

patrolling back and forth along the wall.

Ngerong i1 inside
Our next dive site was located on the east side of the island. It has a gent le slope and is one
of the few dives in Palau with a distinct bottom. The reef was well protected , so we had no

issues with ¢ urrents .

As soon as we had made our descent we saw a very large ¢ uttlefish , one turned into two,
which turned into three and four é. They were pretty speci al to obser v,
encounter with a leaf fish, and yes it does look like a leaf, but this one was pink!! We were

pretty impress ed with our first days diving, even though the weather was not great, and boy
does it rain out there, but at least it is warm rain!!

Blue corner
Most dive magazines rate the Blue Corner as the single best dive in the world. The formation of
the reef, sheer walls and the large number of schooling fish made it a truly unique experience

We ended up diving Blue corner three times, it was that spectacular.

Blue Corner is - acorner. It juts out from the reef, starting in shallow water and dropping off

to well over 350 metres . The corner plateaus at 18meters, creating a strong current as th e
flow of water comes across this outcropping of coral. Depending on the currents you can
approach the corner from either the north or the south



The wall on our approach to Blue Corner was amazing; there was a large variety of giant
Gorgonian sea fans , hard corals and soft corals. When we got to the corner, we carefully
picked our spot to hook in with our reef hooks, and watched the show unfold in front of us, a

superb action movie!!

There were sharks everywhere T
grey reef, white tips, and black
tips all cruising past, on the
hunt for their next victims.
Each time we dived here, we
were totally amazed at what we
saw.

We would hang there for about
30 minutes. As well as the
sharks, Blue Corner is home to
some of the largest schools of
fish in the world , we saw large
schools of tuna, and barracudas,
as well as Hawks bill and Green
Mike & close encounter with a friendly local turtles. | must not forget the
huge Napoleon Wrasse either!!

German Channel

During the German occupation of Palau,
guano (phosphate) was mined on the
southern is land of Angaur. In order to bring
the guano to town, for trans -shipment to
Europe, a channel had to be excavated. The
Germans blasted and dredged a channel
through the barrier reef between Ngemelis
and Ngercheu. Only speedboats and shallow
draft vessels can transit the shallow channel.

German Channel is the only channel in the
area to funnel the outgoing and incoming
tides from the inner lagoon.

The mouth of the channel has a sandy bottom spotted with nhumerous coral heads and coral

formations. German  channel is known for Manta Rays, schooling sharks and an abundance of

tropical fish. Jacks school here along
with barracudas, trevaly and snappers.

The sandy bottom is home to garden
eels, blind Gobies and Mantis shrimps.
The Manta Rays are found feedi ng on
the plankton, or at the cleaning station
getting a wash and rush up.

Unfortunately, we were not worthy of
this amazing site!! Some friends of
ours, were here in March, and had
three one hour dives with several
Manta Rays (Picture left courtesy of P eter Colings) .

Luck always plays an important part of
diving!!  Although we did not see
Mantads the dive was great







